
 
 
Patron, the Honourable Justice Jane Mathews AO 

Principal Sponsor: 

 

    

 

 
ABN 19 092 974 880 

DX7304 Wyong 
14A Lonsdale Close 

Lake Haven NSW 2263 
Ph: (02) 4392 1185  

Fax: (02) 4392 9410  
executive@womenlawyersnsw.org.au   

www.womenlawyersnsw.org.au 

 
 

President’s Annual Report to 2010 Annual General Meeting 
16 November 2010 

 
 
In reflecting upon the functions and events our organisation has held in 2010, this year has very much 
been a year where we have strived for diversity – on our agenda, in our events and in celebrating the 
achievements of women lawyers. 
 
Functions and Events 
 
With the generous support of a number of our Corporate Law Firms and Members, WLANSW has held a 
number of networking seminars and forums during 2010 including: 
 

 “Style Express” featuring Elena Reed on 23 February 2010 
  

 “Women and the Workplace: the Myths that Hamper” featuring Catherine Fox as guest speaker 
and hosted by Blake Dawson on 25 March 2010; 
 

 “An Evening with Fairwork Australia”, featuring Vice President Watson of Fairwork Australia as 
guest speaker and  hosted by Norton Rose on 6 July 2010; 

 
 “Family Law Practice Today”, featuring our panel: the Honourable Justice Jennifer Boland of the 

Family Court of Australia, Appeals Division, David Dura, Barrister, and Melinda Di Condio, 
Associate of McLachlan Thorpe Partners and hosted by WHK Horwath on 25 August 2010; and 

 
 “The Contribution of Women to Environmental Law in Australia” featuring the Honourable Justice 

Rachel Pepper of the Land and Environment Court of NSW and hosted by Martin Place 
Chambers on 29 September 2010. 

 
 
In Law Week in 2010 we held our annual  “Law as a Career: Coming to the Bar” seminar on 19 May 2010, 
featuring guest speakers:  the Honourable Justice Catherine Branson President of the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission, Julia Baird SC President of the Women Barristers Forum (NSW), and 
Amy Douglas-Baker barrister. 
 
This year our bar readers’ lunches co-hosted with the Women’s Barristers Forum were renamed the Janet 
Coombs Lunches for Female Bar Readers in recognition of our founding and our longest serving 
committee member, Janet. Lunches were held 21 May 2010 and 22 October 2010.  Our annual Golden 
Girls lunch was held 12 November 2010. 
 
 
On 29 July 2010 WLANSW held our signature event our “Celebrating Women in the Judiciary” cocktails.  
The Honourable John Hatzistergos, Attorney General of NSW joined our guest speaker Professor 
Rosalind Croucher, President of the Australian Law Reform Commission and over 100 attendees to 
celebrate the appointments of 20 women to the bench from New South Wales since this event was last 
held two years ago in 2008. 
 



 

 

On 20 October 2010, our corporate lunch featured “The Diversity Debate” with our panel discussion 
facilitated by Chris Merritt of the Australian, with our guest speakers Justice Julie Ward of the Supreme 
Court of NSW, Ms Gabrielle Upton of and Ms Claire Braund , Director, Women on Boards 
 
We complete our events schedule for 2010 with our AGM and Christmas Cocktails on 16 November 2010. 
 
I wish to acknowledge and thank our corporate law firms and members who have generously hosted a 
number of events throughout the year, particularly Blake Dawson, Norton Rose, WHK Horwath and Martin 
Place Chambers. 
 
I also with to thank TressCox Lawyers for their generosity in hosting our monthly committee meetings 
throughout 2010 as the Law Society building underwent refurbishment. 
 
Thank you also to our executive officer Kathryn McKenzie and our committee for your contributions and 
efforts in organising our events and co-ordinating at them. 
 
Sponsorship 
 
In 2010, we have been very fortunate to receive a renewal of sponsorship support and funding from the 
Law Society of NSW as our Principal Sponsor.  This was again gratefully received by WLANSW. 
 
I also wish to acknowledge and thank our in-kind sponsors who generously assist with the contribution of 
speaker gifts and prizes throughout the year, particularly Susan Holmwood and Sada Skin Care. 
 
Complimentary subscriptions to Lawyers Weekly continue to be available to our members with the 
ongoing support from publishers LexisNexis. 
 
Sponsorship support has been integral to our organisation in enabling WLANSW to host several events 
and functions throughout the year. 
 
I express my gratitude to the support of all our sponsors in 2010 and look forward to their continued 
support in the coming year.   
 
Policy and Media 
 
In 2009, I reported that with the particular support and assistance of our Patron Justice Mathews, our 
policy sub-committee has been working in partnership with ANU towards the development of a research 
project intended to draw out the career intentions of final year female law students and track those 
intentions forward into the future. It had been hoped for a pilot survey to issue in Semester 2, 2010. 
Unfortunately, the objectives of ANU’s projects altered and in mid 2010, WLANSW resolved to embark on 
its own pilot survey.  The sub-committee settled a survey and on 20 July 2010, I distributed a draft of our 
Career Intentions Survey to the Deans of university law schools across New South Wales seeking 
support. Positive feedback was received from a number of law schools and we are (with the assistance of 
UNSW) currently seeking ethics approval for the survey before it is distributed to students, we hope in 
Semester 1, 2011.  
 
The objective of this project is to ascertain findings that may help women lawyers to be better supported in 
achieving their career objectives and increasing the number of women holding senior positions in law 
among solicitors, barristers, and the judiciary.  I would like to acknowledge the significant contributions of 
our Immediate Past President Lee-May Saw who has continued to steer this project forward in 2010. 
 
Australian Women Lawyer’s 3rd Annual Conference: Brisbane 
 
WLANSW were pleased to contribute to the AWL Third National Conference in Brisbane on 6-8 August 
2010, by funding the attendance of four delegates from the WLA NSW Executive Committee: Mary Snell, 
President; Rebecca Barry, Vice President; Lee-May Saw, Immediate Past President & AWL 
Representative; and Louise Hazelton, Fundraising & Sponsorship Officer. 
 
The achievements of WLANSW in 2010 would not have been possible without the dedication and hard 
work of our committee members, our Executive – Lee-May Saw, Rebecca Barry and new mum Leigh 
Leibowitz; our executive officer Kathryn McKenzie or without you as our members in your support of our 
events. 
 



 

 

My particular thanks to our Patron Justice Mathews for her welcomed and continued guidance and 
support, particularly in respect of our Policy Research Project. 
 
As outgoing President, I thank members for the opportunity and privilege entrusted to me over the past 2 
years.  It has been a hectic role and I look forward to working with the new President and committee in 
continuing to contribute to WLANSW in 2011.  I truly thank our committee for supporting me in this role 
and working so hard to achieve our objectives.  I wish our Committee and members a very happy and safe 
Christmas and all the best for 2011. 
 
 
 

 
 
Mary Snell 
President 
WLANSW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


